IRAQ,,     1923    AND     1924

against the Turks,, the Anglo-French declaration laid down that
the object aimed at by Great Britain and France was the complete
emancipation of the peoples, so long oppressed by the Turks., and
the establishment of governments and national administrations
deriving their authority from the initiative and free choice of the
indigenous populations. The declaration went on to say that
Great Britain and France were at one in encouraging and assisting
such governments and administrations in Syria and Mesopotamia
(later to be called Iraq). The mandate for the former was accepted
by the French and for the latter by Great Britain.

Feisal, who in partnership with T. E. Lawrence, had done
valuable work on the right flank of Allenby's Army in the Pales-
tine campaign, had been crowned King of Syria in March 1920
but was turned out by the French in the autumn of the same year
after some resistance.

In 1920 occurred the insurrection in Iraq which took General
Haldane some four months to quell with a force of over 60,000,
but it was not till 1921 that the country had begun to settle down,
and soon afterwards we put Feisal on the throne. The system of
air control, advocated by Sir Hugh Trenchard and decided upon
at the Cairo Conference of 1921, might well prove to be just the
right solution to this problem of keeping the peace without too^
great a cost to the British taxpayer. A small air force had already
been successful in this r61e both in the Sudan and against the
Mad Mullah in Somaliland.

We reached Karachi on the igth March, after a hot trip down
the Red Sea and in the Indian Ocean. I learnt the origin of the
word Posh as applied to some luxury: "Port Out Starboard
jfifbme,53 referring, of course, to the cooler side of the ship away
from the sun on the voyage to and from India. My cabin was on
the starboard side and got all the sun.

At Karachi, I spent a few days at the transit camp and had
an opportunity to see the well-organized and equipped R.A.F.
depot before we sailed for Basra in the B.I. Persian Qulf boat
Varela.

Basra, in those days, had not recovered from its wartime
r61e of base port. Tins, beer bottles, etc., lay scattered about and
there were other breeding grounds for every known -bug and fly
under the sun. In April the flies are at their worst, later they die
from the heat, but the sandfly survives and so does the mosquito,
though few of them are of the malarial kind.

A twenty-four hour train journey in reasonable comfort
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